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The Canadian fertilizer industry supports Canada’s powerhouse 
agriculture sector and farmers around the world.

Fertilizer is an essential component of meeting the world’s current and 
future food needs. In order to support a population of 9.7 billion by the 
year 2050, as estimated by the United Nations, agriculture production 
will have to increase by 70 per cent over the next 30 years. 

FERTILIZER IS FOOD FOR 
PLANTS

Farmers around the world rely on 
fertilizer to replenish soil with the 
essential nutrients plants require.

Nitrogen (N) is an 
essential primary 
nutrient, a constituent 
of every living cell, 
plant and animal.

Phosphorus (P) is 
present in all living 
cells and is essential 
to all forms of life. 
Found throughout 
our bodies, it is 
concentrated in our 
teeth and bones. 

Potassium (K)
is important in 
carbohydrate and 
starch synthesis, 
making adequate 
potash critical for high-
carbohydrate crops 
like potatoes, sugar 
beets, and grapes.

Sulphur (S) is a 
part of plant protein 
and is essential for 
enzyme activities.
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Canada is the third largest producer 
of the primary fertilizers (N,P,K) globally, 
supported by the strength of our potash 
and nitrogen production facilities.

Canada is the number one producer of 
potash fertilizer globally and holds 45 per 
cent of the world’s reserves.

Production of fertilizer in Canada 
generates $17 billion in economic activity 
and $9.2 billion in GDP.

Canadian fertilizer is traded with over 
75 countries and represents two per 
cent of Canadian exports. Canada is 
the number one exporter of potash 
fertilizer in the world.

95 per cent of potash, 
and 40 per cent of 
nitrogen, is exported.

Fertilizer consumption in Canada 
has been steadily rising over the 
past two decades to support 
increased crop yields.

Canada is the seventh largest 
consumer of fertilizer globally.
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$4.7 BILLION
OF POTASH EXPORTS IN 2016

PRODUCTION OF 
FERTILIZERS IN CANADA  
IS ON THE RISE. 

FERTILIZER CONSUMPTION - CANADA

('0
00

 m
et

ric
 n

ut
rie

nt
 t

on
ne

s)

500 

1,000 

1,500 

2,000 

2,500 

3,000 

3,500 

4,000 

1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

NITROGEN		  PHOSPHATE POTASH



C O N T R I B U T I O N

The Canadian fertilizer industry is a 
major contributor to the Canadian 
economy and critical to Canada’s 
farmers and Agriculture sector. 

907 – 350 Sparks, Ottawa ON  K1R 7S8 

T (613) 230-2600  | info@fertilizercanada.ca

@FertilizerCA  

�fertilizercanada.ca
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$1.6B $871.1M
ECONOMIC 
IMPACT
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ECONOMIC 
IMPACT
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R E T U R N  O N  I N V E S T M E N T

Manufacturing of potash fertilizer has been on the rise, due in large part  
to recent and planned investment in the industry.

The Canadian fertilizer industry supports growth across Canada.

The $9 billion in recent investments 
has generated:

$19.6B $9.4B $5.3B 76,728
ECONOMIC
ACTIVITY

MANUFACTURING 
OF POTASH 

FERTIZILER IS  
ON THE RISE

IN GDP IN WAGES
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ECONOMIC IMPACT - DISTRIBUTION BY PROVINCE (2017)
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